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James Ryan Alverson 
Curriculum Vitae 

 
 

Contact Information 
Address:  Northern Kentucky University 

 Nunn Drive 
 Highland Heights, KY 41099 

Office:   273 MEP  
Phone:    (859) 572-6580 
Email:      alversonj1@nku.edu 
 
Education 
 
8/09 - 5/14  Ph.D.in Educational Psychology, Department of Educational Studies in 

Psychology, Research Methodology, and Counseling, The University of Alabama; 
Tuscaloosa, AL.  
Dissertation: A model of hopelessness, belongingness, engagement, and academic 

achievement. 
 Advisor: Dr. Cecil Robinson  
 
8/03 - 5/06  Master’s in Secondary Education, Social Science Concentration, The University 

of Alabama; Tuscaloosa, AL. 
 
8/96 - 8/00 Bachelor’s in Business Administration, Management Major, The University of 

Alabama; Tuscaloosa, AL.
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psychosocial perspective. In William Ross Bryan (Ed.), G170#)8"10*&12&30>)>%#&
H;61$)(*6"I (pp.23-40)J San Diego: Cognella Academic Publishing. 

 
 
Manuscripts in Preparation 
 
DiCicco, M., & Alverson, R. (In Preparation). Missing the middle: Middle grades educators' 
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Alverson, R. (2017, November). 3=)/"0"0>&>%0#%(&)0#&86%&270;8"10&12&*;611$&*7II1(8&)0#&61I%&
"0&);6"%,%/%08&12&T2(";)0&T/%(";)0&)#1$%*;%08*. Paper presented at the Annual 
Conference for Middle Grades Education (AMLE), Philadelphia, PA. 

 
Alverson, R. (2017, August). '%0#%(&#"22%(%0;%*&)0#&I%(;%",%#&61I%&"0&86%&);6"%,%/%08&12&

T2(";)0&T/%(";)0&)#1$%*;%08*J Poster presented at the American Psychological 
Association (APA) Annual Meeting, Washington D.C. 

 
Alverson, R. (2017, April). ?6%&(1$%&12&>%0#%(D&*;611$&*7II1(8D&)0#&)K*%08%%"*/&"0&);6"%,%/%08&

12&T2(";)0&T/%(";)0&/"##$%&*;611$&*87#%08*. Paper presented at the American 
Educational Research Association (AERA) Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX.  

 
Alverson, R. (2016, August). R%"0>&61I%27$&)0#&V2"88"0>&"0WS&U6)8&"8&/%)0*&21(&8()0*"8"10"0>&)0#&

*8)K$%&*87#%08*. Poster presented at the American Psychological Association (APA) 
National Convention, Denver, CO. 

 
Sheffield, A., Carter, C., Brown, B., Alverson, R., Robinson, C. (2013, October). X),">)8"0>&86%&

V*I);%&K%8-%%0JW&A poster presented at the Engagement Scholarship Consortium, 
Lubbock, TX. 

 
Alverson, R., & Robinson, C. (2013, April). ?6%&%22%;8*&12&0%">6K1(611#&61I%D&K%$10>"0>0%**D&

)0#&);)#%/";&%0>)>%/%08&10&);6"%,%/%08J&A poster presented at the Society for 
Research in Child Development Biennial Meeting, Seattle, WA. 

 
Sheffield, A., Carter, C., & Alverson, R. (2012, October). '1)$M*%88"0>&)0#&*8%I*&81-)(#&*7;;%**&

)8&Y)O#)$%&3$%/%08)(4. A paper presented at the National Outreach Scholarship 
Conference, Tuscaloosa, AL. 

 
Alverson, R., Davis, L., & Robinson, C. (2011, May). Learning personal selling through 

cognitive apprenticeship: Creating more authentic instruction through the UA Sales Lab. 
A paper presented at the annual meeting of the Academy of Marketing Sciences 
Conference, Coral Gables, FL. 

   
Alverson, R., Davis, L., & Robinson, C. (2011, March). Learning personal selling through 

cognitive apprenticeship: Creating more authentic instruction through the UA Sales Lab. 
A paper presented at the annual Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Commons 
Conference, Statesboro, GA. 

 
Alverson, R., Davis, L., & Robinson, C. (2011, February). Learning through cognitive 

apprenticeship. A paper presented at the annual Lilly Conference for College and 
University Teaching, Greensboro, NC. 

 
University Level 
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Alverson, R. (November, 2019). 3=)/"0"0>&61I%27$&86"0O"0>D&K%$10>"0>0%**D&)0#&);)#%/";&
*7;;%**J&Presented at SGA’s Victor Talks Education Night, Northern Kentucky 
University. 

 
Alverson, R.
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2019 

• Preschool Partnership Grant – Two-year evaluation study for the Kentucky Department 
of Education (KDE) – report and manuscript preparation phase. 

• National Middle School Survey - manuscript preparation/conference planning phase. 
• Continuing work on MYS data to finish up manuscripts in preparation and present at 

national conferences. 
 
2018 

• Preschool Partnership Grant – Two-year evaluation study planned for the Kentucky 
Department of Education (KDE).  

o Manuscript published, based on data collection from fall semester 2017. 
Summer/Fall 2018 data collection and analysis planned 

• Middle-grades survey for national middle school sample – survey development – data 
collection planned for pilot study in spring/summer 2018. 

o AERA proposal submitted in July 2018. 
o National survey administration planned for fall/spring 2018-19. 

• Continuing work on MYS data to finish up manuscripts in preparation and present at 
national conferences.  

• Examining psychosocial variables from national data sets (Institute of Education 
Sciences; National Longitudinal Surveys) and their relation to achievement data. 

 
2017 
 

• Preschool Partnership Grant – data collection and interviews in fall semester 2017. 
Report to follow data collection and interviews. 

• Middle-level research in Kentucky schools - planning stage 
• Continuing work on MYS data to finish up manuscripts in preparation and present at 

national conferences  
• Examined research with visiting Brazilian Scholars  
• Examining psychosocial variables from national data sets (Institute of Education 

Sciences; National Longitudinal Surveys) and their relation to achievement data. 
 
2016 

• Middle-level research in local Ohio and Kentucky schools - planning stage 
• Continuing work on MYS data to finish up manuscripts in preparation.  
• Examining psychosocial variables from national data sets (Institute of Education 

Sciences; National Longitudinal Surveys) and their relation to achievement data. 
 
2015  

• Contributed to the submission of Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) Inclusive 
Excellence Grant pre-proposal as program evaluator. 

• Contributed to submission of Advancement of Informal STEM Learning (AISL), 
National Science Foundation (NSF) Grant as program consultant. 
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!%/K%(D&Peer Review Committee for Dr. Kimberly Yates, Spring 2019 
 
!%/K%(, Middle Grades Search Committee, 2015-2016 
 
!%/K%(D&Peer Review Committee for Dr. David Childs, Fall 2015 
 
!%/K%(D&Admissions Program Team, Fall 2015-Spring 2017 
 
<7#>%D&EDG 692 Action Research Presentations, July 2016 
 
Service to the Community 
 
!%081(, Kenton County Schools FEA, Dual-Credit Partnership, Spring 2018 
 
!%/K%(, Partnership with Brazilian Scholars and Local Area Schools, Spring 2017 
 
B(%*%08%(D&Kenton County Public Library “Hungry Minds” presentation on positive psychology, 

July 2016 
 
B(%*%08%(D&Kenton County Schools Future Educators Academy NKU visit, November 2015 
 
!%081(D Kenton County Schools FEA Research Projects, November 2015 
 
<7#>%D&Kenton County Schools FEA Research Projects, May 2016 
 
Service to the Profession 
 
+%,"%-%(D&Current Issues in Middle Level Education 
 
+%,"%-%(D&Middle Grades Review 
 
+%,"%-%(, Journal of Educational Psychology 
 
+%,"%-%(, Frontiers in Psychology 
 
Professional Development 
 
T88%0#%%&)0#&B(%*%08%(D&Mid-Western Educational Research Association Annual Conference, 

Cincinnati, OH, October 2022. 
 
T88%0#%%&)0#&B(%*%08%(D&Association for Middle Level Education (AMLE) Annual Conference, 

Virtual, November 2021. 
 






